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a king of kings, wealthy, respected, intelligent, and in all respects & 
hero. His son Bhudbva Diva was born of his wife Lata Dxvi who* 
loved mnch her husband. He also was king of kings, a zealous wor- 
shipper of Brahma, an enemy of Budha Sua van a, a lover of truth, 
rich, beautiful, learned, continually engaged in religious observances* 
and a person near whom Kali (the yuga) could not approach ; whose 
eyes were beautiful as blue lilies and quick, the palm of whose hands re- 
sembled young twigs, whose ears were frequently troubled by the sound 
of the jewels of the crowns of rajas who bowed before him, and whose 
great weapon destroyed darkness, whose feet resembled the colour of 
gold, who granted pensions to his favorite attendants. 
H e "the remainder defective. 

N. B.— This inscription is supposed to be about 1500 years old, but,. - 
as before stated, the date is conjectural. There are faults of grammar 
in the Sanskrit, for which the Pandit who drafted the inscription is 
answerable. 



VIII. — Mr. Kittob's tour in Orie$* f continued from page 829 of 
September, 1838. 

On the following morning (the 16th March), I proceeded to Atturva 
a large village on the banks of the Brahminee river, the greater part of 
the way was through very dense jungle, with some small patches of 
cultivation interspersed ; I met with only one village in which there 
were many large herds of buffaloes, and other cattle ; cultivation is also 
extensive. I here observed a method of tilling the land quite novel to 
me ; the fields are dug with long and heavy crowbars, each clod as it is 
turned up, is bruised with the bar, and thus prepared for the seed 
without using a plough ; indeed the stiff nature of the soil, would not 
admit of its being ploughed in the dry seasons. This'practice I found to 
prevail throughout the valley of the Brahminee, which tract is very 
fertile. 

The distance travelled this morning must have been nearly fifteen 
miles. Nothing new presented itself at Atturva, where the bed of the 
river is about half a mile wide, the water at this season occupying but 
an eighth of that space : being very shallow it is only navigable for 
small canoes. 

17th March, Camp Nadurra. This is a large village on the banks 
of the river about thirteen miles from the last camp ;. it may however be 
much less in a direct line : my guides purposely took me by a very 
difficult and circuitous route, inland from the river along the banks of 
which I ought to have travelled ; such is the wiliness of the Ooreyahs,, 
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their object being to decoy me from the site of the rich lands which I 
should otherwise have seen ; my companion Mr. B. came by the latter 
route, while I was completely at the mercy of my guides, haying a pal* 
kee for my only conveyance* I however walked the greater part of the 
way, and passed several villages, all of which appeared to possess much 
cattle ; the pasture land is very rich. 

The chain of low and isolated hills to my left (south) came here near* 
er to the river ; the ground undulated considerably, and in many places 
I met with extensive beds of shingle containing the debris of rocks, com- 
mon in the more elevated mountain chains of Hingool, Talcher and 
Rehrakhol, with which is mixed much jasper, laterite and iron stone 
conglomerate. 

A great variety of small fish were brought, among which I observed 
some species quite new to me, of a couple of which I took drawings. 

In the evening I was visited by an intelligent ascetic, from whom I 
learned much concerning the coal beds in Talcher and its vicinity, 
particularly one called Hingolai Thakooranee ; indeed I am entirely 
indebted to this individual for its discovery, no pains being spared to 
mislead and deter me from going beyond Talcher. 

On the 18th I continued my march, and was again led by a round* 
about path to a small hamlet on the river side called Kumlung, a short 
distance beyond the village of Mungulpur : it is on the boundary line 
between Talcher and DekennaL 

The bed of the river here is about a furlong and a half wide, the 
water flows under the opposite bank where there are granite rocks ; it 
is still, and very deep ; I found a great abundance of coal scattered 
over the sand, which removed the doubts I had hitherto entertained of 
its existence in this neighbourhood. 

I was informed that the navigation of the river from Talcher to as 
far as Kurgparsad is considered dangerous for large boats, which are 
consequently not brought higher up than that place, where the first 
rocks occur ; therefore should the coal fields ever be worked, it will be 
necessary to remote these rocks, which might be done without much la- 
bor or expense, there being few that I should consider really dangerous. 

19th, Camp Talcher, Patna. Marched this morning at an early hour ; 
the distance was about five miles over an undulating eountry with little 
jungle but much high grass. There were few villages and the cultivation 
very limited. The soil appears remarkably poor with much gravel mix- 
ed with it; the sandstone rock predominates: there are however some 
huge masses of granite protruding through the soil, having a very 
curious appearance. 
6 s 2 
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I encamped on the banks of the river, about half a mile east of the 
town and Gurh ; the latter is on a sandstone rock washed by the river, 
the former is contiguous to it on the south side, extending for half a 
mile or more. The Gurh is a stockade surrounded on three sides by 
a deep ditch ; within is a long street reaching from the southern wicket 
to the chief entrance of the raja's residence, the principal buildings of 
which are of masonry. All the smaller out-houses, had been burned to 
the ground, together with the granaries a few days previous to my 
arrival. 

The raja with his sons paid me a visit in the afternoon. I was very 
agreeably surprised to find him a shrewd intelligent old man. He has 
travelled over the greatest part of India, having performed pilgrimages 
to Ramesseram near Ceylon, and to Budrinath in the Himalayas. He 
promised every assistance towards furthering the discovery of coal 
fields. On his taking leave I presented him with a musical box with 
which he was much delighted. 

In the evening I returned the raja's visit ; he shewed me his Gurh 
which is in a very dilapidated state, as an excuse for which he said 
that there was no occasion for strongholds, while he lived under Bri- 
tish protection. He dwelt much on his poverty. After taking leave of 
him, his sons accompanied me to a nullah about half a mile to the 
westward, and called Billaijooree, in the banks of which at about 400 
yards from the river, seams of coal are apparent ; they appear to abut 
on the sandstone rock, and are a very few feet below the undulating 
surface, which is alternately clay and shingle. The seams vary in quality 
and thickness, and are curved nearly parallel with the undulations of 
the superstrata. 1 attempted to sink a shaft, but was prevented by 
coming upon a hard rock of a bluish color containing mica, coal and 
fossil plants. I blasted the rock, which proved twelve and a half feet 
thick, beneath it was a stiff grey clay containing coarse sand and 
mica. 

The following day I again visited the coal beds, and lighted a large 
fire, to the amusement of the natives who had never seen stones 
ignited. 

The next morning I proceeded to the village of Mungulprasdd 
about fifteen miles west of Talcher, under which is a dry torrent called 
the Sungurra, in the banks of which coal beds, averaging from five to 
fifteen feet, are exposed to view alternately on either side for one or 
two miles distance : there are several descriptions of coal, specimens of 
all of which I brought away with me. 

From this spot I retraced my steps towards the plains, leaving Tal- 
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eher several miles to my left, and passing through a part of the Ungool 
territory : the third day, the 24th, I reached the village of Nagunna on 
banks of the Brahminee, about two miles east of Nadurra. There is a 
very ancient temple here, dedicated to Nagnath : the name of the vil- 
lage is a corruption of this title. There is an inscription round the lin- 
gura placed within the temple which is very small. I was not permitted 
to see it, and was informed that the greater part of it was obliterated. 

From Nagunna I proceeded the following morning to Chundeepal, a 
village surrounded with the richest cultivation, and close on the banks 
of the river, on the alluvial deposits of which there is extensive 
tobacco cultivation ; it supplies the markets of Cuttack, Budruck, and 
Balasore. 

My next march was to the large town of Kassetpur, likewise on the 
banks of the river : the cultivation is equally good. Many merchants 
reside here ; their trade is in timber, cotton, tobacco, oil seed, and other 
products of the forests. I remained during the heat of the day at 
this place, and in the evening proceeded by dawk towards Calcutta., 
I arrived on the fourth day after having travelled no less than miles 
from the 23rd of February to the 30th of March. I however feel am- 
ply repaid for the fatigue endured, first, from having been enabled to 
reinspect the Dhauli inscriptions ; and, secondly, in having been so 
fortunate as to discover such extensive fields of coal, above which iron 
ore is equally plentiful. It is to be hoped that the day is not far dis- 
tant when these valuable minerals may be turned to good account. 




